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number of,his personal followers, he pitched his tents
by the bank of the river which is called Bordne,1 which
is upon the limits of the districts which in the country
tongue are called Os.tor- and Westeraecfae,   But be-
cause he had appointed unto the people, already scat-
tered far and wide, a holiday of confirmation of the
neophytes, and of the laying on of hands by the bishop
upon the newly baptized and of their confirmation,
every man went unto his own house/2 that in accord-
ance with the precise command of the holy bishop all
might be presented together on the day set for their
confirmation.

Wholly opposite was the event. When the appointed
day had dawned, and the morning light was breaking
after the rising of the sun, then came enemies instead
of friends, new lictors instead of new worshippers of
the faith; and a vast multitude of foes, armed with
spears and shields, rushed with glittering3 weapons
of the Frisians, which were addicted to the pagan worship, and there
by teaching and baptizing brought a vast multitude of people unto the
Lord.   Thence after a long time departing, he came in safety to his
own churches in Germany.   But in the following year he came again
to the moist fields of the Frisians; for he desired to complete the work
of preaching which he had begun."

1  The Boom, in the Dutch province of Friesland.

2 John, vii, 53.

3  Bibrantibus:  wrongly rendered as passive (mil geschwungenen
Wafen) by Bonnell, Kulb, and Arndt;   as indicating sound (mil
Waffengetori) by Simson, who is led astray by the will-o'-the-wisp
authority of Otloh's paraphrase.   I take it that the idea meant to be
conveyed is that of the play of light upon swiftly moving steel, as in
Scott's story of the attack on the smugglers in Guy Mannermg: " The
press became furiously agitated, while some endeavored to defend